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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 83.6 

secure water source, or which the Ad-
ministrator determines should be regu-
lated based on criteria such as inad-
equate surveillance or movement re-
quirements, or other epidemiologic in-
formation. 

(2) If the Administrator determines 
that a State or portion of a State 
meets the criteria in paragraph (b)(1) 
of this section, APHIS will publish a 
notice of its decision in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER and take comments from the 
public. The designation as a VHS-regu-
lated area will become effective upon 
publication of this notice. After re-
viewing the comments, APHIS will 
issue a second notice in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER announcing its decision on 
whether or not the designation as a 
VHS-regulated area will remain in ef-
fect. 

(c) APHIS maintains the lists of 
VHS-regulated fish and VHS-regulated 
areas on the APHIS aquaculture Web 
site at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ 
animallhealth/animalldislspec/aqua-
culture. The lists may be obtained from 
the Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service, Veterinary Services, Na-
tional Aquaculture Program, 4700 River 
Road Unit 46, Riverdale, MD 20737–1231. 

§ 83.5 Interstate Certificate of Inspec-
tion (ICI). 

(a) Live VHS-regulated fish moved 
interstate in accordance with § 83.3(a) 
must be accompanied by an ICI issued 
by an accredited veterinarian or a 
State, Tribal, or Federal competent au-
thority for aquatic animal health. An 
ICI will be valid for 30 days from the 
date of issuance. 

(b) The ICI must state that: 
(1) The live fish were inspected by the 

accredited veterinarian or a State, 
Tribal, or Federal competent authority 
for aquatic animal health within 72 
hours prior to shipment, and were 
found to be free of any clinical signs of 
disease consistent with VHS. 

(2) The live fish covered by the ICI 
originated in an area or facility that 
has demonstrated freedom from VHS in 
accordance with § 83.6. 

(c) The ICI must include the fol-
lowing information: 

(1) The name, address, and phone 
number of the owner or owner’s agent. 

(2) The name, address, and phone 
number of the facility in which the fish 
originated. 

(3) The name, address, and phone 
number of the person or facility who 
will receive the fish; or the State or 
other regulatory authority responsible 
for oversight of the environment in 
which the fish will be introduced. 

(4) The name, address, and phone 
number of the shipping or transpor-
tation company. 

(5) The species and number of the 
fish. 

(6) The lot (or other) identification of 
the shipment. 

(7) The name, address, and phone 
number of the approved laboratory 
that performed the testing required by 
§ 83.6. 

(i) The number of fish tested; 
(ii) The assay(s) used for testing; and 
(iii) The test results. 
(8) The date the certificate was 

issued. 
(9) The type of water source accord-

ing to § 83.6(c). 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0340) 

§ 83.6 Testing requirements. 

(a) A facility can demonstrate free-
dom from VHS through negative test-
ing results provided by an approved 
laboratory. Testing must meet the fol-
lowing conditions: 

(1) Be conducted with a sample size 
that provides for a 95 percent con-
fidence level of detecting a 2 percent 
prevalence of infection in the facility. 

(i) Facilities with cultured fish of 
VHS-regulated species which can docu-
ment a 2-year history of negative test-
ing for VHS virus, can conduct testing 
at a sampling level to provide a 95 per-
cent confidence level of detecting a 5 
percent prevalence of infection in the 
facility. Such testing must be con-
ducted twice a year, with at least 3 
months between tests. 

(ii) Facilities with cultured fish of 
VHS-regulated species which can docu-
ment a 4-year history of negative test-
ing for VHS virus can conduct testing 
at a sampling level to provide a 95 per-
cent confidence level of detecting a 10 
percent prevalence of infection in the 
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